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•
Gallo-Romans. Even the best of the generals of that period,
Mummolus, appears to have been a Gallo-Roman.1 And even in
the governmental offices by which he was surrounded the king
had Gallo-Roman referendarii*
Not a trace was left of public assemblies.3 It is true that the king
himself seems to have been more Germanic than the kings of the
other Barbarian peoples. Yet what was there specifically German
about him? His long hair?4 In this connection the prejudice is so
obstinate that some have even invoked, as evidence of his Ger-
manic character, Eginhard's caricature of the last Merovingian
kings. Of all the Merovingians, only Thierry, the eldest son of
Clovis (d. 534), is celebrated in Germanic poetry, doubtless on
account of his terrible Thuringian expedition. He is the Hugdiet-
richof the^op/e.5
The others were not remembered by their peoples as national
heroes. The power of the monarch was much like that of the
Emperor. The Prankish king, like the other Germanic kings, was
the centre of all authority.6 He was an absolute despot. He wrote in
his praeceptiones: Si quis praecepta nostra contempserit oculomm evulsione
multetur,1* in which we have an expression of the essentially Roman
notion of the crimen laesae majestatis*
Although it is quite true that the king regarded himself as the
owner of his kingdom, the character of the monarchy was not as
private as has been argued by some. The king distinguished between
1	f. lot, phster and GANSHOP, Histoire duMoyen Age, vol. I, p. 271.
2	H. bresslau, Handbuch der Urkundenkhre, vol. 1, 2nd ed., 1912, pp. 360-362.
3	waitz, op. dt,t vol. II, part 2, 3rd edM p. 241.
4	What waitz, op. dt.t vol. n, part I, 3rd ed., pp. 205 et se^.% says of the
Germanic character of the king is quite without pertinence.
5	LOT, PHSTER and GANSHOF, op. Clt., p. 200, n. 98.
6	Although the word "ban" denotes power, it is not Germanic. The old
military term was retained; that is all.
7	gregory op tours, Hist. Franc., VI, 46; waitz, op. dt,, vol. n, part I,
3rd ed., p. 212, cites gregory of tours, Hist. Franc., IX, 8: "agendo contra
voluntate vestram atque utilitatem publicam."
8	gregory op tours, Hist. Franc., V, 25; VI, 25; VI, 375 EC, 13; EK, 14;
57

